9,3/X 


X] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Annual  Series 


No.  21a 


July  28,  1917 


BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

By  Consul  Williaiu  L.  Avery,  Belize,  May  22. 

Except  for  the  diversion  of  some  lines  of  trade  from  European 
markets  as  a  result  of  the  war,'  there  was  little  change  in  the  com- 
merce of  British  Honduras  in  1916.  The  population  of  the  colony 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  estimated  at  42,323,  an  increase  of  395 
over  1915.  This  consular  district  has  close  commercial  relations  with 
Mobile,  New  Orleans,  and  New  York,  with  excellent  mail  and  freight 
facilities ;  and  the  United  States  sends  most  of  the  imports  and  takes 
the  largest  share  of  the  exports.  American  trade  is  continually  in- 
creasing. 

Increased  Value  of  Imports.  • 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  British  Honduras  in  1916  Avas 
$2,690,306,  a  gain  of  $561,303  over  the  previous  year,  due  principally 
to  the  increased  price  of  nearly  every  article  invoiced.  The  United 
States  supplied  goods  worth  $1,583,650;  Great  Britain,  $430,345; 
British  colonies,  $30,359;  and  other  countries,  $645,952,  consisting 
chiefly  of  chicle  from  Guatemala  ($263,760)  and  Mexico  ($169,673) 
that  was  actually  in  transit  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Al- 
though the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  increased  by 
$439,804  over  1915,  the  quantity  was  not  materially  greater.  The 
following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  British  Honduras  from  the  United  States  during  the  past  two 
years : 


Articles. 


Aerated  water 

Agricultural  implements. 

Ammimition 

Bacon  and  hams 

Beef,  salted 

Books,  printed 

Boots  and  shoes 

Building  materials: 

Doors,  sashes,  blinds. 

I/ime  and  cement 

Roofing,  iron , 

Butter  and  substitutes. . . . 

Candles 

Cheese 

Church  supplies , 

Cigarettes 

Coal  and  coke 

Coffee 

Confectionery , 

Corn  (maize) , 

Drug?  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  glass  ware. . 

Fertilizers 

Firearms 


S3, 068 
5,673 

19, 759 
5, 972 
3,245 

69, 177 

4,531 
3,066 
4,674 

11,356 
2,391 

11,401 
2, 138 
3,  244 
1,748 

11.9a-) 
ii,213 

11,355 

2l,l.-.2 
3,  .Vjo 
1,021 
3,134 


1916 


$2, 064 

1,722 

7,323 

.24, 705 

11, 323 

3, 2,;,-) 

119, 895 

3,  g.'is 

2, 849 
14,  7.59 
27, 2:^2 
3,  G94 
15, 95.S 
3,572 
4, 022 
7,43S 
16, 002 
8,210 
9, 248 
3S,  032 
9,799 
1.102 
2,410 


Articles. 


Fish,  salted 

Flour 

Foodstuffs,  miscellaneous. 
Fruit  and  vegetables: 

Canned 

Fresh 

Furniture 

Haberdashery 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Harness  and  saddlery 

Hats  and  caps 

Hay 

Horses  and  mules 

.Tewelry  and  plate 

Lard  and  compounds , 

Leather 

Luml)er: 

Dressed 

Rough 

Mar'hincry 

Matvhcs 

Meals,  canned 

Military  goods 

JDlk,  condensed, 


1915 


1916 


$5,307 

$7, 699 

70,763 

162,343 

45,519 

51, 970 

40, 605 

54,272 

14, 756 

19,088 

7,017 

8,859 

9,67S 

13,847 

29,816 

46,237 

1,371 

2,157 

10, 677 

15,823 

3,181 

2,952 

2,955 

4,881 

3,764 

39, 651 

56, 596 

1,052 

2,039 

19,587 

19,217 

18,447 

14,737 

17,415 

25, 144 

5,961 

6,981 

15; 454 

21,554 

4,106 

5,101 

23,067 

48,125 
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Articles. 


Musical  inslnimcuts 

Oats  aud  feedstutis 

Oils: 

Mineral — 

Fuel , 

Gasoline , 

High-test , 

Vcgctal)le,  etc 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Perfumery 

Piece  goods,  cotton  and  silk. 

Pork 

Poultry 

Railway  materials 

Rice. 

Rope  and  twine 

Salt 

Sewing  machines 

Ship  chandlery 


82,542 
7,047 


17, 328 
18,381 
21, 7G4 
5,082 
6,561 
11,291 
87, 869 
59, 566 


8,915 
2,741 
11,078 


1,420 
1,461 


1916 


$4,200 
7,156 


22, 005 

29, 25S 

25,956 

7,920 

10, 495 

13, 302 

107, 707 

102, 249 

1,288 

16, 669 

16, 245 

13, 934 

2,227 

2, 471 

5, 557 


Articles. 


Soap 

Spirits  and  beverages: 

Beer,  porter,  cider 

Whisky 

Other 

Stationery,  etc 

Sugar 

Tanks  and  vats 

Telephone  supplies 

Tol^acco,  leaf 

Toys 

Trucks,  lumbering 

Vessels 

Wearing  apparel 

Wooden  and  wicker  ware. 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 


Total 1, 143, 846 


1915 


$13, 582 

5,797 
5,886 
3,819 
4,020 
2,518 
4,242 
1,066 

13,404 
1,559 
1,098 
1,950 

33, 042 

1,582 

1,493 

181, 120 


1916 


516, 553 

5,764 
9,373 
7,057 
6,675 
5, 636 
4,124 
2,161 
14, 274 
2,108 
4,094 


09, 134 

1,610 

2,923 

116,928 


1, 583, 650 


Export  Trade — Shipments  to  TJnited  States. 

The  total  exports  from  British  Honduras  in  1916  were  valued  at 
$2,513,622,  of  which  $1,392,836  went  to  the  United  States;  more  than 
half  of  the  remainder,  $1,150,786,  represents  products  and  manufac- 
tures of  other  countries  in  transit  through  the  colony. 

The  local  government  requires  licenses  for  outgoing  shipments,  but 
this  measure  does  not  inconvenience  exporters,  whose  chief  difficulty 
fias  been  the  shortage  of  vessels  to  move  the  woods  of  the  colony; 
the  regularity  of  the  fruit  steamers  facilitated  the  prompt  dispatch  of 
fruit,  coconuts,  and  chicle,  the  other  principal  exports. 

There  was  a  great  demand  for  logwood  in  the  TJnited  States  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1916.  The  local  cutters  received  good  prices  for 
wood  delivered  at  Belize,  but  much  of  it  could  not  be  forwarded  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  ships  and  the  high  freight  rates.  Hundreds 
of  tons  were  awaiting  shipment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
exports  as  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Belize  for  the 
United  States  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Bananas 

Cacao 

Cedar , 

Chicle: 

Crude 

Dried 

Coconuts 

Copra,  dried 

Hides; 

Dried 

Salted 

Household  goods. 
Log-wood: 

Chips 

Extract 

Wood 

Mahogany 

Mangrove  bark . . 

Plantains 

Rosewood 

Sponges 

All  other  articles. 


.bunches.. 
..pounds.. 
feet.. 


..pounds.. 
....do.... 
.number.. 

..pounds.. 


522, 104 
23, 562 
290, 484 

951, 527 

69. 796 

7,  4S9, 604 

f 6, 307 

4,410 
23,917 


tons. 

.pounds. 

tens. 

ieet..  13,956,075 


.pounds.. 
....do.... 

tons.. 

.pounds.. 


Total . 


£80, 000 

526, 666 

52 

5,  cg6 


1156, 888 
4,076 
19,604 


857, 150 

3,257 

650, 226 


344,416  I  942,099 

27,975  [   50,924 

133,319  6,200,465 

4,746   125,633 


911 

2,796 

750 


256,973 
3,022 
12, 744 
805 
2,895 
1,272 

973, 192 


3,367 
26, 775 


426, 888 

2,188 

2,296 

7,  £26, 581 

256,423 

478,333 

524 

3,024 


S259, 410 

•582 

36, 868 

305, 785 

24,260 

154,290 

7,94i 

692 
3,539 
1,343 

7,665 
450 
86,404 
473,548 
6,372 
12, 225 
8,225 
1,423 
1,809 

1, 392, 836 
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Returned  American  goods,  valued  at  $56,496  in  1916,  were  chiefly 
empty  fuel-oil  containers,  $44,246 ;  moving-picture  films,  $5,225 ;  and 
one  traction  engine,  $3,000.  There  has  never  been  any  commercial 
intercourse  betAveen  British  Honduras  and  the  possessions  of  the 
United  States. 

The  increase  of  $419,644  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  in  1916  is  accounted  for  by  larger  shipments  of  bananas,  coco- 
nuts, copra,  hides,  and  mahogany.  The  greatest  decrease,  in  chicle, 
was  due  to  the  reduced  output  of  this  product  in  Mexico  and  Guate- 
mala, the  countries  of  origin  for  most  of  the  shipments  from  Belize. 

Development  Needed — Extraction  of  Coliune  Oil. 

The  most  important  needs  of  British  Honduras  are  the  building  of 
roads  and  the  development  of  agricultural  industries.  Present  in- 
terest is  confined  to  fruit  gi-owing  and  the  planting  of  sugar  cane, 
although  corn  and  rice  are  in  great  demand,  and  there  is  a  good 
market  for  all  kinds  of  produce.  A  hurricane  on  October  14  and  15, 
1916,  destroyed  hundreds  of  coconut  trees  and  most  of  the  plantains, 
of  which  40,000  per  month  were  formerly  shipped  to  the  American 
market :  since  then  the  supply  has  not  equaled  the  domestic  demand. 

Investigations  and  experiments  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
extraction  of  oil  from  the  cohune  nut,  which  grows  abundantly  in  the 
colony.  When  an  efficient  machine  is  invented  to  crack  the  shell  with- 
out injuring  the  kernel  the  oil  can  be  derived  profitably  and  a  valu- 
able food  product  Avill  become  available. 

Rates  of  Postage — Shipping. 

On  April  1,  1916,  the  rate  of  postage  was  increased  from  2  cents 
to  3  cents  for  the  first  ounce  on  letters  from  British  Honduras  to 
Great  Britain  and  its  colonies,  and  to  the  United  States ;  the  rate  of 
2  cents  for  each  additional  ounce  remains  in  force.  The  letter  rate 
of  2  cents  per  ounce  from  the  United  States  is  unchanged. 

A  station  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  was  established  at 
Belize  in  November,  1916,  in  connection  with  the  local  wireless  tele- 
graph station,  and  transmits  reports  and  statistics  to  W^ashington. 

Steamship  communication  between  Belize  and .  New  Orleans  is 
afforded  by  the  regular  weekly  mail  service  of  the  United  Fruit  Co., 
which  also  maintains  a  fortnightly  .service  to  and  from  New  York. 
During  1916  134  American  vessels  entered  this  port. 

Internal  Communication — Wireless  Station. 

The  Belize  River  forms  the  chief  highwa}^  from  the  coast  to  the 
western  and  southwestern  parts  of  British  Honduras.  It  is  navigable 
for  light-draft  motor  and  cargo  boats  for  a  distance  of  more  than 
100  miles.  The  rates  for  both  passengers  and  freight  are  high,  but 
most  of  the  traffic  to  and  from  the  interior  is  carried  over  this  route. 
There  is  only  one  railway  in  the  colony,  from  Stann  Creek  to  the 
interior,  about  25  miles.  It  has  a  gauge  of  3  feet  and  was  ])uilt  by 
the  Government  at  a  cost  of  $826,250.  The  British  Honduras  Syndi- 
cate has  a  tram  line  running  Sf  miles  from  the  Stann  Creek  pier 
inland  beyond  Melinda  and  another  about  3  miles  long  connecting 
the  Sennis  and  the  Monkey  Rivers.  The  trams  are  used  chiefly  for 
the  transportation  of  bananas. 

Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  connect  Belize  with  Corozal, 
Consejo,  and  other  stations  in  the  north,  El  Cayo  in  the  west,  and 
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Punta  Gorda  in  the  south.  Foreign  telegrams  are  sent  from  Corozal 
to  Payo  Obispo,  Yucatan,  whence  they  are  transmitted  by  the  Mexi- 
can line. 

The  wireless  telegraph  station  at  Belize  was  completed  in  1915  and 
affords   communication,   through   other    systems,    with   the   United 
States.    The  rate  from  British  Honduras  to  New  York  is  35  cents 
per  word. 
Banking  Facilities — Openings  for  American  Trade. 

Banking  facilities  in  British  Plonduras  are  furnished  by  a  branch 
of  the  Eoyal  Bank  of  Canada,  which  is  the  principal  source  of  credit 
information.  The  considerable  volume  of  trade  with  the  United 
States  has  made  local  merchants  accustomed  to  the  American  demand 
for  short  credits.  For  small  transactions  it  is  generally  better  to 
deal  through  a  responsible  commission  agent  in  Belize.  As  English 
is  the  ordinary  language  of  business,  it  is  not  so  difficult  for  Ameri- 
can exporters  to  enter  this  market  as  elsewhere  in  South  and  Central 
America,  but  the  merchants  here  are  conservative  and  satisfactory 
relations  can  not  be  established  at  long  range. 

American  influence  and  ideas  are  already  playing  an  important 
part  in  local  development,  and  with  the  efficient  administration  of 
laws  and  finances  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  the  influx  of 
American  capital  and  resulting  activity  in  exploiting  the  rich  natural 
resources  of  the  colony. 

The  particular  lines  in  which  the  United  States  should  increase 
its  share  of  imports  include  aerated  waters  (table  waters,  bottled 
soda,  and  ginger  ale),  which  are  in  great  demand  on  account  of  the 
climate ;  condensed  milk  and  cream,  native  dairy  products  not  being- 
equal  to  the  consumption;  rice;  and  kerosene  stoves,  or  devices  by 
which  cooking  can  be  done  with  a  minimum  of  heat  radiation. 
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